
 
 

 
 
 
 

2016 Philanthropy Institute Concurrent Session Proposal Guidelines 
 
 
You are invited to submit session proposals for the 2016 Philanthropy Institute. The conference 
theme is Raising Impact with Native Voices. 
 
About NAP & the 2016 Philanthropy Institute 
Native Americans in Philanthropy’s (NAP) vision is healthy and sustainable communities 
enhanced by the spirit of generosity. Its mission is to advance philanthropic practices grounded 
in Native values and traditions.   
 
The 2016 Philanthropy Institute is a regional philanthropy conference that shares innovation and 
addresses issues throughout Indian Country. Submissions can be national in scope; however, we 
are also interested in Native innovation and issues related to specifically to California.                                            
 
Audience: Mainstream Philanthropy, Tribal Leaders, Tribal Philanthropy, & Native Program 
Officers 
 
Goals for the conference are to:  
 

1. Support the pipeline of Native philanthropy leaders and provide philanthropic expertise. 
2. Create issue-driven partnerships and deepen existing relationships within networks. 
3. Educate mainstream philanthropy on funding inequities and how they can be a part of 

community-based solutions. 
4. Inform foundation staff about pressing Native issues and ways to advocate for Native-led 

organizations and solutions. 
 
Proposal Selection 
Submitted proposals will be reviewed by the Planning Committee in February 2016.  Proposals 
are considered, as drafts and feedback will be provided to the Presenter by the end of a March 
2016.  Sessions will be finalized by the middle of April 2016.  Proposed sessions may be asked 
to be combined with other proposals in order to maximize knowledge and resource sharing for 
conference attendees.  
 
Factors Affecting Proposal Selection 
The Planning Committee encourages session proposals that include one or more of the following 
components of civic engagement, advocacy, systems change, economic development, and 
professional development. Additionally, proposals that draw from the perspectives of 
philanthropy, best practices, lessons learned, resource sharing, collaboration, and Tribal giving 
are highly desired. 
 
Proposals will be selected on the basis of appropriateness and significance of topic, as well as 
indications that the presentation will be organized and well prepared. The Planning Committee 
will balance the range of topics, level of expertise, the interests covered, and the professional and 
regional representation of the program presenters. 
 



 
To Enhance Your Proposal 

1. State topic and point of view clearly 
2. Select an appropriate format for topic (panel, presentation, table-top discussion, etc.) 
3. Clearly define three learning objectives 
4. Fit proposal to the time allowed (no longer 75 minutes) 
5. Show knowledge of better practices and research 
6. Use a title that reflects the content 

 
Format of Sessions 
We encourage session designers to include audience interaction and participation. The following 
are examples of types of concurrent sessions. Sessions DO NOT have to conform to any of these 
session types.  Innovative/creative session formats are highly encouraged. 
 

COLLOQUIUM -- A colloquium provides both formal presentation and participant 
discussion. It is a forum for presenters to discuss current issues and for open discussion 
among all attendees. The organizer of the colloquium is responsible for securing the 
participation of people representing various viewpoints on the issue before submitting the 
proposal. The abstract should include a description of the topic and the specific 
contribution of each participant.  
 
ROUNDTABLE – A roundtable consists of oral presentations followed by discussions 
and feedback among presenters seated around a table.  Roundtables are excellent venues 
for giving and receiving targeted feedback, engaging in in-depth discussions, and meeting 
colleagues with similar interests.  The abstract should include a description of the topic, 
the specific contribution of each participant, and ways the audience will be engaged. 
  
TALKING CIRCLE -- A talking circle is a process that brings together individuals who 
wish to engage in conflict resolution, healing, support, decision making or other activities 
in which honest communications, relationship development, and community building are 
core desired outcomes.  Derived from aboriginal and native traditions, circles bring 
people together in a way that creates trust, respect, intimacy, good will, belonging, 
generosity, mutuality and reciprocity. The abstract should include a statement of the goal 
and a prospective shared vision for the group. 
 
WORKSHOP -- A workshop consists of very little lecture. The emphasis is on carefully 
structured activities for the participants. The leader works with a group, helping 
participants solve problems or develop specific teaching or research techniques. The 
abstract should include a statement of the goal, a brief explanation of the theoretical 
framework, and a precise description of the tasks to be performed during the workshop.  
 

Responsibilities of Presenters 
1. All presenters must register for the conference. There will be a $500 credit towards 

the registration fee for each presenter at the conference.    
2. NAP cannot cover requests for travel, per diem, lodging, and miscellaneous expenses.  
3. When two or more people are presenting, the Contact Presenter is responsible for 

notifying all co-presenters about the status of the proposal. 
4. No session selected for the conference should have its content significantly changed 

once accepted.  
5. Presenters are responsible for providing session handouts in advance to the Institute.  
6. Bios, handouts and any PowerPoint presentations are due to NAP—at the latest— 

two weeks in advance of the conference 
 



 
Follow the guidelines below to enhance proposal submission. 
 

TITLE -- The title is important to attract participants to your session. Only the name of 
the presenter(s), title(s), and the institutional affiliation(s) will appear in the Daily 
Schedule section of the conference program. Choose a title that will be clear to the 
intended audience, and limit it to nine words. 
 
ABSTRACT -- The abstract is the only part of the proposal seen by the proposal 
reviewers. It must show clarity of purpose, succinctness, appropriateness and significance 
for the intended audience, indications that the presentation will be well prepared, and (if 
relevant) quality of research. Carefully read the instructions concerning proposals for a 
paper, demonstration, workshop, and colloquium. The abstract should be limited to 200 
words and one page. 
 
SUMMARY -- Summaries appear in the conference program booklet to help conference 
participants decide which presentations are most appropriate to their interests. They 
should be written in the third person future tense (e.g., "The presenter will begin with . . 
.") and avoid references to published works. The summary should be limited to 50 words 

 


